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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the original filing of October 7, 2008. Claims 1-24 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 23 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only. 
See MPEP§ 608.01 (n). 

2. Claims 5, 8, 9, 14 and 23 objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 5 includes an acronym GUI, without an initial definition. 

b. Claim 8, element (e) appears to end with a period, and not a semicolon. 

c. Claim 9, element (n) includes an acronym GOP, without an initial 
definition. 

d. Claim 9 appears to contain a typographical error in element (o). 

e. Claim 14 appears to contain a typographical error ("minimised.") 

f. Claim 23 appears to depend on itself, and has prior antecedent basis 
issues with regard to "the software" and "the further software." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 9 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Regarding claim 9, the phrase "for example" renders the claim indefinite because 
it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

6. Regarding claim 18, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1-12 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Snook (6,400,378.) 

Claim 1, 22, 23: Snook discloses a method of enabling an application program running 
on an electronic device (personal computer, 2:27-30, Fig. 1 :100) to manipulate media 
(video clips), comprising the step of 
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a. generating and displaying a video window (Clip viewer, Fig. 9) associated with 
the application program (Fig. 2: 240); 

b. characterized in that media manipulation tools (Fig. 3; 5:14-29), enabling an end- 
user to manipulate the media (1:19-48, trim clips, insert, combine, etc.), are 
generated and deployed (e.g. rendered as shown in Fig. 3) for any application 
program (e.g. Sony Home Movie Editor, Fig. 2: 240) running on the device for 
which an associated video window can be generated (such as a sole application, 
Sony Home Movie Editor, running on the personal computer, Fig. 1 : 100.) 

Claim 2: Snook discloses the method of Claim 1 in which the user interface 
components associated with the media manipulation tools are rendered in or adjacent to 
the video window (Fig. 7.) 

Claim 3: Snook discloses the method of Claim 1 in which the visual appearance and/or 
function of some or all elements of the media manipulation tools are the same across all 
the application programs for which an associated video window can be generated (in a 
case of a sole application, Sony Home Movie Editor, running on the personal computer, 
Fig. 1 : 100, the media manipulation tools would be the same.) 

Claim 4: Snook discloses the method of Claims 1-3 in which the media manipulation 
tools make use of a streaming media architecture that is common across all of the 
application programs (10:32-33.) 
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Claim 5: Snook discloses the method of Claim 1 in which the media manipulation tools 
are generated and deployed by a system that comprises: 

a. a device independent media manipulation layer (Fig. 2: 230); and 

b. a device independent insulation layer below the media manipulation layer to 
insulate the media manipulation layer from a device specific media handling or 
streaming media subsystem (Fig. 2: 210); 

c. a device GUI abstraction layer above the media manipulation layer to insulate the 
media manipulation layer from the display characteristics of the specific device 
(Fig. 2: 240.) 

Claim 6: Snook discloses the method of any preceding claim in which the media 
manipulation tools perform one or more of the following manipulations: editing; 
trimming; annotating, seeking, selecting effects; transitions; re-ordering; publishing; still 
extraction, vector graphic alteration; create storyboard (Abstract.) 

Claim 7, 24: Snook discloses the method of any preceding claim in which the device is 
a personal computer, a television decoder box, a personal video recorder, a personal 
digital assistant, a mobile telephone, a smart-phone or a video kiosk (Fig. 1 : 1 00.) 
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Claim 8: Snook discloses the method of any preceding claim in which the device is 
programmed with one or more of the following components to generate, deploy, display 
or operate the media manipulation tools: 

a. a software component that implements a cache for portions of a media file in the 
memory of the client machine; 

b. a software component that implements a process equivalent to a state machine, 
whose transitions guide a user through a sequence of interactions with a 
graphical user interface (GUI); 

c. a software graphics component of a GUI, that implements visual feedback to a 
user of the current state; 

d. a software graphics component of a GUI, that implements a visual metaphor that 
provides a user with an intuitive understanding of the operation of the GUI; 

e. a software graphics Tenderer component that allows combination and/or overlay 
of graphical data for a GUI with pixels that are decoded from the video part of the 
media file and rendered into the video window; 

f. a software component that implements an export of a processed media to 
memory (8:63-67); 

g. a software component that implements the ability to read a description file(s) and 
construct playback in accordance with set instructions, or write such instructions 
from a current playback; 
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h. a software component of a GUI that allows labels or triggers of various types to 
be added to significant parts of the media tile in order to identify them as such 
and/or to enable seeking to these significant parts. 



Claim 9: Snook discloses the method of any preceding claim wherein the media 
manipulation tools allow meta data to be added to significant parts of a media file, the 
meta data comprising one or more of: 

a. timecode 

b. logo bit map (for example a broadcast station logo) 

c. logo marker 

d. captioning (closed caption text) 

e. shot-change 

f. video description data 

g. audio description data 

h. user-inserted bookmarks 

i. client-targeted information and advertising 
j. digital rights management data 

k. watermark data 
I. conformance data 

m. edit-in and edit-out points (3:1 1-21 ; 3:54-4:11; 7:59-8:16) 
n. GOP boundaries 
o. Storyboarding 
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Claim 10: Snook discloses the method of any preceding claim wherein the media 
manipulation tools allow triggers (single bit map image, 7:24-38) to be added to 
significant parts of a media file, the triggers comprising one or more of: initiate pop-up 
dialogue boxes, hold frames for a given duration, loop and messaging (e.g. overlay for 
titles, 7:24-38.) 

Claim 1 1 : Snook discloses the method of Claim 9 in which the device is programmed 
with a software decoder component that maps the meta-data contained in a media file 
to labels in the media file (Fig. 10; 9:42-62.) 

Claim 12: Snook discloses the method of any preceding claim in which the device is 
programmed with a software agent component that maps aspects of the interactive 
behavior of a user (zooming, clip ordering; 3:23-32; 4:36-56) into configuration 
information (zoom setting, clip order; 3:23-32; 4:36-56) that modifies aspects of the 
behavior of the media manipulation tools. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Snook in view of Panarello (6,289,370.) 

Claim 13: Snook discloses the method of any preceding Claim. However, Snook does 
not explicitly disclose further comprising the step of providing a media file that may be 
selected and played by the user, which provides instruction in the use of the media 
manipulation tools. Panarello discloses a software help system, including the step of 
providing a media file that may be selected and played by the user, which provides 
instruction in the use of the media manipulation tools (4:31-44.) Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teaching of Panarello with the disclosure or Snook so as to provide a 
video file including instructions. One would have been motivated to utilize a video help 
instruction file as disclosed by Panarello in the teaching of Snook as it would have been 
a readily played media type in a video editing software. 

Claim 14: Snook and Panarello disclose the method of any preceding claim. Snook 
further discloses where the visual appearance of a GUI for the media manipulation tools 
is sensitive to the context in which a user of the system is working, such that the visual 
impact of the GUI is absent or minimized when not needed (Fig. 3: min / max / close 
buttons in the top right corner of the application window, such as to allow the user to 
minimize the GUI when not needed.) 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,639 
Art Unit: 2174 



Page 10 



1 1 . Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Snook in view of Panarello and in further view of Chambers (2003/021 4531 .) 

Claim 15: Snook and Panarello disclose the method of Claim 14. However, Snook and 
Panarello do not explicitly disclose where the context in which the user of the system is 
working is determined by reference to the position of a screen cursor with respect to the 
position of the video window, such that the GUI for the media manipulation tools is only 
displayed and enabled after the cursor has been positioned over the video window. 
Chambers discloses a similar method for controls where the context in which the user of 
the system is working is determined by reference to the position of a screen cursor with 
respect to the position of the video window, such that the GUI for the media 
manipulation tools is only displayed and enabled after the cursor has been positioned 
over the video window (par. 92.) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of 
expanding controls as disclosed by Chambers with the disclosure of Snook and 
Panarello . One would have been motivated to combine expanding controls with the 
video window of Snook , so as not to clutter and save the screen real estate. 

Claim 16: Snook . Panarello and Chambers disclose the method of any preceding 
Claim. Snook further discloses in which the or each application program is selected 
from the following list of application program types: media players, document 
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preparation programs, help systems, web browsers, slide preparation programs, 
electronic mail programs, interactive learning applications, games programs, security 
and surveillance systems, collaborative systems, computer-aided design programs (clip 
player, Fig. 9.) 

Claim 17: Snook , Panarello and Chambers disclose the method of any preceding 
Claim. Snook further discloses in which the media manipulation tools are deployed by a 
computer based system that comprises 

a. a device specific GUI abstraction layer (Fig. 2:240) and an underlying, separate 
media handling layer (Fig. 2: 210) and/or media manipulation layer; 

b. the separation enabling different devices to be deployed with different kinds of 
GUI abstraction layers so that the Ul components associated with the media 
manipulation tools appear different on these different devices, but the underlying 
media handling and/or media manipulation layers are common (Fig. 2: standard 
1394.) 

Claim 18: Snook , Panarello and Chambers disclose the method of any preceding 
Claim. Snook further discloses in which a representation of the structure of a new media 
clip generated using the media manipulation tools is generated using a mark-up 
language (marking, 5:14-29; indexing, 5:54-67) such as SMIL (Synchronous Multimedia 
Interchange Language). 
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Claim 19: Snook , Panarello and Chambers disclose the method of Claim 18. Snook 
further discloses in which, if an actual physical clip of the edited material is needed then 
the mark up language file is used to build a filter graph as a dynamic transient process 
which, when executed, generates an output file by decoding, cutting, and then re- 
encoding the media in compressed format (7:59-8:9.) 

Claim 20: Snook , Panarello and Chambers disclose the method of any preceding 
Claim. Snook further discloses wherein the media manipulation layer is implemented as 
a plug-in component (Fig. 2: 235, e.g. SD Codec) to a media player. 

Claim 21 : Snook , Panarello and Chambers disclose the method of any preceding 
Claim. Snook further discloses wherein the media manipulation tools appear to be 
intrinsic to a media player application associated with the video window (Fig. 7, 9; 8:63- 
67.) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 

AB 

November 08, 2008 



